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CHOSEN  (KOREA). 

By  Consul  General  Ransford  S.  Miller,  Seonl,  March  30. 

Financial  and  industrial  circles  in  Chosen  in  1914  were  affected 
by  the  depressed  conditions  prevailing  in  Japan  and  throughout 
the  world.  The  rice  crop,  the  foundation  of  the  country's  wealth, 
was  bountiful  (60,309,468  bushels,  compared  with  50,013,089  bushels 
in  1913)  and  was  exported  in  increased  quantities,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  price  fell  to  about  one-half  the  usual  rate.  Other 
crops — beans,  ginseng,  cotton,  and  tobacco — were  good,  though  prices 
were  low.  Mining  made  a  steady  development,  showing  slightly  in- 
creased outputs  of  gold,  iron,  and  coal.  Some  lines  of  manufacturing 
industries,  such  as  cigarettes,  canned  goods,  and  leather  manufac- 
tures, were  also  encouraging,  as  a  result  of  the  increased  demand 
created  by  the  war  for  certain  articles  and  of  the  Government's 
policy  of  promoting  home  industries. 

The  collection  of  revenues  and  taxes  w\as  satisfactory,  notwith- 
standing the  increased  rates  and  the  new  taxes  put  into  operation. 
The  banks  just  about  held  their  own,  and  while  some  of  the  smaller 
concerns  were  obliged  to  declare  small  dividends,  or  none  at  all,  no 
failures  were  reported  during  the  year.  Exchange  fluctuated  sharply 
in  August  and  for  a  time  all  foreign  business  was  refused  by  the 
banks,  though  nearly  normal  conditions  were  soon  restored  so  far 
as  transactions  with  America  were  concerned. 

Banking — Postal-Savings  Banks — Rural  Credits. 

The  Bank  of  Chosen  (semi-Government)  declared  a  dividend  of  7 
per  cent.  The  report  for  the  latter  half  of  1914,  submitted  to  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  shareholders  in  February,  was  as  follows :  Profit 
and  loss  (receipts  $1,055,859,  disbursements  $850,029),  $205,830; 
amount  brought  forward,  $43,953;  and  total,  $249,782;  disposition 
of  profit,  reserve,  $32,623;  bonus  and  social  expenses,  $14,392;  divi- 
dends;  $159,377;  amount  carried  forward,  $44,390. 

Compared  with  the  report  for  the  first  half  of  last  year,  the  fig- 
ures show  increases  of  $6,904  in  the  total  receipts  and  $42,286  in  the 
gross  total.  The  rate  of  dividend  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding half  year.  The  amount  carried  forward  to  the  next  term 
represented  an  increase  of  $437,  as  against  the  preceding  term. 

In  July  the  Bank  of  Chosen  began  the  issue  of  letters  of  credit, 
which  was  a  new  departure.  Two  new  styles  of  notes,  one  of  100  yen 
($49.80)  denomination  and  the  other  of  1  yen  ($0,498),  were  also 
udopted.     During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  bank   actively 
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assisted  trade  conditions  on  the  Chosen-Russian  frontier  by  under- 
taking the  exchange  of  ruble  notes  in  limited  quantities,  the  conver- 
sion of  which  to  specie  having  been  suspended  by  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment on  account  of  the  war. 

The  deposits  in  postal  saving's  banks  at  the  end  of  December,  1914: 
{about  $2,900,000),  were  slightly  in  excess  of  the  deposits  at  the  end 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  tendency  toward  steady  increase  still 
continues. 

Provision  was  also  made  by  the  Government  General  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  increased  number  of  "  local  monetary  circulation 
associations,"  or  "  people's  banks,"  to  improve  local  conditions  among 
farmers.  Of  these  associations,  210  have  already  been  inaugurated 
and  20  more  planned,  making  a  total  of  230  associations,  with  a  capi-  . 
tal  of  over  $1,500,000,  of  wdiich  the  Government  provides  $1,150,000. 

nice  and  Bean  Crops. 

The  yield  of  rice  in  1914  was  a  "  bumper  crop,"  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  follov/ing:  In  1910  the  crop  was  40,388,546  bushels;  1911,' 49,- 
948,748  bushels;  1912,  44,489,315  bushels;  1913,  50,013,089  bushels; 
and  in  1914,  60,309,468  bushels. 

The  demand  in  Japan  for  Korean  rice  w^as  brisk,  as  shown  by  the 
table  of  exports,  and  experimental  shipments  of  Korean  rice  were 
made  through  Kobe  to  Portland,  Oreg.,  reported  to  be  the  first 
transaction  of  the  kind  with  America. 

According  to  official  estimates  published  in  September  the  bean 
crops  in  Chosen  last  year  were  expected  to  amount  to  14,081,212 
bushels,  showing  an  increase  of  2,106,740  bushels,  or  17.5  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Though  the  import  duty  on  rice  from  Chosen  into  Japan  was 
abolished  some  tinie  ago  with  good  results,  the  dut}^  on  soya  beans 
still  remains  in  force,  the  tariff  rate  being  $0.2635  per  100  pounds,  in 
addition  to  an  export  duty  on  the  Chosen  side  of  5  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  Agitation  was  commenced  by  dealers  to  secure  the  same 
treatment  for  this  crop  as  was  obtained  for  the  rice  produced  in  this 
country.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  soya  bean  comes  second  in 
quantity  in  the  list  of  agricultural  products  of  Chosen,  between 
2,500,000  and  3,000,000  bushels,  amounting  in  value  to  between 
$1,500,000  and  $2,000,000,  bemg  annually  exported  to  Japan. 

Tolbacco  Cultivation. 

The  annual  importation  of  yellow  tobacco  leaves  from  America  by 
local  manufacturers  as  material  for  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes 
amounts  to  about  828,000  pounds.  In  view  of  this  the  Government 
General  has  for  several  years  been  carrying  on  experimental  planta- 
tions of  American  tobacco  in  Chosen.  It  has  shown  that  the  climate 
and  soil  of  this  country  are  well  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  this 
species.  In  1912  the  Government  General  established  a  station  in 
Choongju,  North  Choongchongdo,  for  experimental  work  and  at  the 
same  time  for  the  encouragement  of  its  cultivation  among  the  local 
farmers.  The  result  was  satisfactory,  the  area  of  land  devoted  to 
this  tobacco  being  steadily  on  the  increase.  In  the  first  year  (1912) 
the  ground  planted  w^ith  it  was  only  37  acres,  but  last  year  it  in- 
creased to  294  acres,  with  a  crop  weighing  331,200  pounds.    As  the 
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cultivation  is  carried  on  only  under  the  direction  of  the  experiment 
station,  cultivators  are  required  to  secure  permission  of  the  author- 
ities before  planting  (in  January  or  February).  Since  tobacco 
leaves  produced  on  1  acre  of  ground  range  in  value  from  $40  to 
$80,  the  jdeld  is  quite  lucrative  to  the  farmers.  Under  the  circum- 
stances many  farmers  are  now  anxious  to  undertake  its  cultivation ; 
but,  fearing  overproduction,  the  authorities  believe  it  advisable  to 
restrict  the  area.  It  is  reported  that  1,225  acres  is  the  area  for  Avhich 
permission  has  been  requested  for  1915,  but  that  the  aggregate  area 
destined  to  receive  official  permission  is  only  490  acres. 

Yield,  Prices,  and  Exports  of  Cocoons. 

On  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  spring  silkworm  eggs  hatched, 
as  well  as  of  the  favorable  weather  experienced,  the  quantity  of 
cocoons  obtained  during  1914  was  unprecedentedly  great,  reaching 
198,400  bushels  for  all  of  Chosen.  This  represents  an  increase  of 
about  30  per  cent,  as  against  the  preceding  3^ear.  The  price  quoted 
was  $3.80  to  $5.80  per  bushel.  Exports  of  cocoons  to  Japan  during 
1914  amoimted  to  about  39,680  bushels,  valued  at  $149,400.  Com- 
pared with  1913  this  shows  increases  of  about  50  per  cent  in  quan- 
tity and  260  per  cent  in  value.  The  result  of  the  summer  and  autumn 
broods  was  also  favorable,  the  cocoons  obtained  amounting  to  381,920 
bushels.  The  sudden  outbreak  of  the  war,  however,  affected  the 
Chosen  market,  as  well  as  that  of  Yokohama,  and  some  cultivators 
felt  alarm  as  to  the  disposal  of  their  cocoons.  But  the  high  price 
of  cocoons  in  the  spring  caused  all  cultivators  to  dispose  of  their 
stock,  and  many  seemed  inclined  to  keep  what  they  raised  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  for  domestic  use.  For  this  reason  the  total 
quantity  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  close  of  the  season  last  year  was 
only   2,480   bushels,    causing    a    distinct    shortage    in    the    market. 

Output  of  Ginseng  and  Cotton. 

Ginseng  farms  harvested  in  1914  aggregated  161,906  kan  (1  kan= 
about  4  square  yards)  producing  280,166  pounds,  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernment purchased  75,969  pounds  of  the  best  grades  at  a  cost  of 
$169,884,  or  $2.24  per  pound,  for  the  manufacture  of  red  ginseng. 
In  comparison  with  the  average  annual  production  of  the  six  years 
ended  1913,  there  is  shown  an  increase  of  33,675  pounds  as  the  result 
of  the  strict  measures  taken  by  the  Government  for  the  prevention 
of  disease,  which  has  heretofore  hampered  this  industry.  The  roots 
harvested  in  1914  were  planted  in  1909. 

The  total  area  of  land  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton  of  the 
upland  species  during  1914  was  about  51,450  acres,  the  crop  obtained 
being  estimated  at  28,000,000  pounds  in  weight.  As  a  result  of  the 
encouragement  given  to  farmers  to  plant  this  grade  of  cotton,  the 
area  devoted  to  the  industry  is  increasing  year  by  year,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  during  1915  land  planted  with  upland  cotton  will 
reach  83,300  acres,  an  increase  of  31,850  acres  over  the  preceding 
year. 

Shipments  of  Cattle — Reclamation  of  Waste  Lands. 

The  strong  demand  for  cattle  in  Russia  toward  the  end  of  1914 
was  the  cause  of  an  experimental  shipment  of  1,000  head  of  Korean 
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cattle  to  Vladivostok  and  the  beginning  of  negotiations  for  20,000 
additional  head,  which  naturally  gave  a  strong  impetus  to  the  breed- 
ing of  cattle  in  Chosen. 

The  protection  given  by  the  authorities  to  the  property  rights  of 
individuals  and  the  steady  increase  in  the  value  of  agricultural  prod- 
ucts caused  a  steady  increase  in  the  reclamation  of  waste  lands  in 
Chosen  by  Japanese  and  Koreans.  During  1914,  595  applications, 
covering  106,283  acres,  were  filed  with  the  authorities  for  permission 
to  reclaim  State-owned  waste  land.  There  are  180,930  acres  of  waste 
land  throughout  the  peninsula,  of  which  99,303  acres  are  State-owned 
and  81,627  privately  owned. 
Canned  Goods  and  Salt  Industries. 

The  preparation  of  preserved  goods  is  one  of  the  new  industries 
introduced  by  the  Japanese  since  the  annexation.  According  to  the 
official  returns  for  1914  Chosen  produced  that  year  137,810  dozen  cans 
of  marine  products,  worth  $159,913;  119,359  dozen  cans  of  fruits 
and  vegetables,  worth  $8,733;  and  1,300  dozen  bottles  of  other  pre- 
served provisions,  worth  $981.  Thus  preserved  provisions  worth  a 
total  of  $109,627  were  prepared  during  1914. 

The  manufacture  of  salt  at  the  Government  salt  pans  at  Kwang- 
yang  and  at  Chuan  ceased  on  October  30,  1914.  The  result  was  not 
satisfactory,  the  total  output  obtained  reaching  only  85  per  cent  of 
the  estimated  output — 74,573,333  pounds.  This  poor  result  was 
attributed  primarily  to  the  fact  that  rainy  weather  prevailed  at 
Kwangyang  for  a  long  period  (from  July  on).  This  faihn-e  on  the 
part  of  the  Kwangyang  salt  pans  to  come  up  to  the  estimates  more 
than  offset  the  good  results  obtained  at  the  Chuan  pans.  The  output 
from  Kv/angyang  for  1914  was  54,591,227  pounds  (81.3  per  cent  of 
the  estimate)  and  from  Chuan  9,092,053  pounds  (122.4  per  cent  of 
the  estimate),  making  a  total  of  only  63,693,280  pounds. 

However,  with  the  start  of  the  new  season  estimates  at  the  Gov- 
ernment stations  at  Chuan  and  Kwangvang  called  for  a  total  of 
90,520,000  pounds  during  1915.  This  amount  shows  an  increase  of 
26,826,720  pounds  over  the  production  and  of  15,946,667  pounds  over 
the  estimates  for  1914.  Work  was  begun  about  the  middle  of  April — 
later  than  usual,  on  account  of  the  late  thawing  of  the  salt  fields — 
but  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the  delay  will  prevent  the  production 
of  the  estim.ated  amount,  as  the  salt  pans  have  been  thoroughly 
adjusted  for  an  increased  output. 

In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  report  in  the  local 
press  to  the  effect  that  an  order  has  been  placed  with  the  Government 
General  of  Chosen  for  some  10.000,000  pounds  of  salt  for  use  in  the 
Russian  maritime  provinces.  This  order  is  due  to  the  suspension  of 
the  imports  from  one  of  the  belligerent  countries  Avliich  has  hitherto 
held  this  trade. 

liquor — Paper  Goods — Other  Manufactures. 

Last  year  999,646  gallons  of  sake,  5,128,962  gallons  of  distilled 
spirits,  1,231  gallons  of  liquor  prepared  from  fruit  juices,  and 
28,851,538  gallons  of  miscellaneous  liquors,  amounting  in  value  to 
$6,130,368,  were  produced  in  Chosen. 

The  latest  investigation  made  by  the  Government  General  shows 
that  the  annual  x^roduction  of  paper  and  paper  manufactures  in 
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Chosen  is  valued  at  $427,997.  Of  this,  Japanese  paper  amounted  to 
6,778  bundles,  valued  at  $5,556;  Korean  paper,  5,334,133  pounds,  at 
$339,296;  and  European  paper,  24,750  reams,  at  $34,511,  bringing 
the  total  to  $379,363.  The  paper  manufactures  consisted  of  767,741 
paper  boxes,  valued  at  $8,419;  fans,  63,351,  at  $25,704;  umbrellas, 
45,535,  at  $4,910;  and  96,476  lanterns,  at  $7,709.  Besides  these,  22 
tons  of  pulp,  valued  at  $1,892,  were  manufactured.  It  may  be  noted 
that  the  manufacture  of  pulp  is  a  Japanese  monopoly. 

According  to  a  statistical  report  of  the  production  of  textile 
fabrics  in  Chosen  during  1914,  recently  published  by  the  Government 
General,  cotton  cloth  heads  the  list  with  19,292,086  yards,  valued  at 
$1,470,081,  and  hemp  cloth  second,  with  13,441,087  yards,  valued  at 
$1,073,897.  In  addition  to  these,  $3,181,801  worth  of  T-cloths,  silk 
cloth,  and  other  textiles  were  produced  during  the  year.  Practically 
all  of  these  goods  are  produced  in  the  homes,  as  there  are  no  factories 
in  Chosen  for  the  production  of  these  articles. 

The  largest  tobacco  concern  withdrew  its  business  from  Chosen 
entirely  about  the  end  of  last  June.  Not  only  did  the  company  close 
its  factory  at  Chemulpo,  but  it  withdrew  all  the  tobacco  in  the  hands 
of  retail  tobacconists.  However,  arrangements  have  since  been  made 
for  an  agency  in  Chemulpo  to  supply  a  portion  of  the  better  class  of 
the  trade  formerly  held  by  the  company. 

Between  July  and  December,  1914,  only  $37,913  worth  of  manu- 
factured tobacco  was  imported  into  Chosen,  a  decrease  of  $94,325,  or 
about  71  per  cent,  as  against  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  manufacture  of  tobacco  by  local  com- 
panies partly  accounts  for  the  decrease  of  the  import,  but  it  is 
generally  considered  to  be  largely  due  to  the  retirement  of  the  above- 
mentioned  company  from  the  market  in  Chosen. 
New  Mining  Law — Gold  and  Coal  Mining, 

It  is  reported  that  a  new  mining  law  is  being  drafted  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Government  General,  but  little  is  laiown  as  to  its 
nature,  though  it  is  generally  understood  that  one  of  the  new  require- 
ments will  be  that  companies  operating  in  Chosen  under  the  mining 
law  shall  establish  head  offices  in  Chosen.  The  more  important  for- 
eign mines,  however,  are  operated  under  special  concessions.  Gold 
mines  are  the  principal  mines  in  Chosen,  and  of  these  the  most  im- 
portant and  productive  are  worked  by  foreigners.  The  total  output 
of  gold  in  Chosen  during  1914  approximated  $5,000,000,  the  mines 
worked  by  foreigners  showing  an  increased  output  of  some  $500,000 
over  the  preceding  year,  while  those  w^orked  by  Japanese  and 
Koreans  showed  a  decrease  of  something  over  $300,000. 

Arrangements  were  completed  between  the  Japanese  holder  of  a 
large  placer  gold-mining  concession  in  South  Pyeng  An  Province  and 
an  Australian  company  for  the  working  of  this  concession.  The 
first  year  and  a  half  will  be  spent  in  experimental  tappings,  after 
which  extensive  work  will  be  undertaken.  The  same  Australian  com- 
pany has  recently  purchased  other  placer  fields  in  South  Ham  Kyong 
Province,  with  a  view  to  working  them  at  the  same  time;  work  in 
both  cases  to  be  started  during  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1915. 

Coal  in  Chosen,  as  known  at  present,  is  small  in  quaijtity  and  rather 
inferior  in  quality.  The  total  output  for  1914  might  be  placed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  300,000  tons,  valued  at  $700,000.    However,  the  local 
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press  reports  the  discovery  of  a  coal  mine  near  Yongil  Bay,  on  tlie 
southeast  coast.  It  is  said  to  be  of  good  quality  and  the  seam  very 
rich.  If  this  be  true  the  discovery  will  prove  of  gi'eat  value  to  the 
development  of  South  Chosen  as  well  as  to  the  whole  countr3^ 

Active  prospecting  for  petroleum  was  undertaken  by  foreigners 
during  the  year,  and  it  has  since  been  rumored  that  plans  were  on  foot 
to  start  experimental  borings  in  the  near  future. 

Fishing — Foundiy — Other  Enterpri-ses. 

The  fishing  industry  in  Chosen  is  developing  3'early  and  the  amount 
of  the  catch  is  increasing  steadily.  According  to  a  report  issued  by 
the  Chosen  Marine  Products  Guild,  last  year  1T,4T2  boats,  mamied 
by  137,858  fishermen,  engaged  in  the  business,  obtaining  marine  prod- 
ucts valued  at  $5,853,358.  Of  these,  27,858  fishermen  with  7,472  boats 
were  members  of  the  Guild,  their  catch  being  valued  at  $4,110,358. 

The  IMitsui  Bishi  Co.,  of  Tokyo,  Japan,  are  to  erect  a  pig-iron 
foundry  at  Kenjiho,  near  Pj^ng  Yang,  but  it  is  now  reported  that 
the  construction  mnj  be  somewhat  delayed  by  the  w^ar,  as  the  ma- 
chinery was  originally  ordered  from  one  of  the  belligerent  countries; 
but  it  is  now  generally  understood  that  it  has  since  been  ordered  from 
the  United  States.  However,  some  delay  in  the  actual  construction 
is  anticipated,  by  reason  of  the  change  in  i^lans  necessitated  by  the 
cancellation  of  the  first  order. 

At  present  there  are  in  Chosen  13  electrical  companies  with  an 
aggregate  capital  of  $5,403,300,  of  which  $3,107,370  has  already  been 
paid  up.  The  Japan-Korea  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  Chosen  Gas  Co., 
Gensan  Hydro-Electric  Co.,  Mokpo  Electric  Light  Co.,  and  Taiku 
Electric  Light  Co.  paid  dividends  to  their  shareholders,  but  the  8 
remaining  companies  did  not  declare  dividends. 

General  Condition  of  Chosen's  Foreign  Trade. 

The  general  condition  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Chosen  for  the  year 
1914  is  shown  concisely  by  the  following  table  published  in  the  Official 
Gazette  for  January  12,  1915  (all  amounts  in  Japanese  yen  have 
been  converted  into  United  States  currency  at  the  rate  of  $0,498)  : 


Trade. 

1913 

1914 

Increase  (+)  or 
decrease  (— ). 

Exports 

S15,377,714 
35,645,903 

§17,125,616 
31,489,706 

+$1,747,602 

Imports 

—  4,157,197 

Total 

51,024,077 

48,615,382 

-  2,409,295 

Despite  an  increase  of  over  $1,700,000  in  exports,  the  total  trade 
in  1914  dropped  almost  $2,500,000  below  that  of  1913,  caused  by  a 
falling  off  of  $4,157,197  in  imports.  Notwithstanding  this  decrease, 
the  3^ear  1914  ranks  second  only  to  1913  as  the  most  prosperous  j^ear 
of  Chosen's  foreign  trade,  and,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Gov- 
ernment General,  has  proven  even  better  than  1913,  for  the  excess  of 
imports  declined  by  almost  $6,000,000.  This  fact  goes  to  show  how, 
even  in  a  year  almost  uniformly  adverse  to  good  trade  conditions, 
the  efforts  to  malce  this  country  more  self-dependent  are  bearing 
fruit,  although  the  very  success  of  that  policy  has  had  its  corollary 
in  a  decrease  of  $323,004  in  customs  receipt. 
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Trade  With  Japan  and  Other  Countries.  ' 

Japan's  share  in  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Chosen  was  about  75 
per  cent  ($33,681,722),  or  seven-eighths  of  the  exports  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  imports.  The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the 
trade,  import  and  export,  with  Japan  in  1912,  1913,  and  1914: 


1912 

1913 

191 J 

Exports  to 

87,653,766 
20, 296, 404 

?12,C11,479 
20, 133, 66 J 

$14,233,335 
19, 445, 387 

Imports  from 

Total 

27,950,260 

32, 745, 148 

33, 681, 722 

The  value  of  merchandise  exported  to  and  imported  from  various 
foreign  countries,  other  than  Japan,  in  1914  is  set  forth  in  the  ac- 
companying table,  in  which  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  pre- 
ceding 3'ear  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison : 


Countries. 

Impor 

s  from. 

Exports  to. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

ASIA. 

China 

84,862,754 

30,625 

007, 199 

26,835 

165, 177 

344,698 

31,858 

6, 475 

511,548 

$3,864,933 

19,081 

252,673 

29,501 

103, 470 

200,  GtiO 

51,007 

6,145 

914, 796 

S2,0&3.413 

12, 218 

82 

230 

•'2,249,974 
3,101 

Hongkong 

Straits  Settlements 

9 

Dutch  India .             

16 

French  Indo-China 

1 

503, 131 
S4 
2 

552,309 
134 

Philippine  Islands 

Siam 

2 

Total 

6,593,109 

5,502,926 

2,599,160 

2,805,551 

EUROPE. 

3,757,614 

57, 500 

839, 755 

69,978 

78,141 

26,969 

9,8:57 

4,935 

9,754 

4,328 

32, 180 

1,008 

9 

15,536 

24 

2,706,197 

35,275 

457,000 

93,415 

8,235 

29.934 

21,618 

4, 423 

4,013 

1,249 

39,514 

4,089 

199 

11,922 



116,840 

1,852 

1,576 

5,319 

715 

158 

17 

21,534 

917 

Germany          .        

1,750 

Belgium 

5,593 

Italy 

595 

Switzerland  

23 

58 

Netherlands    

2 

Sweden  

4 

23 
81 

26S 

29 

154 

1 

Turlcey     

09 

67 

Total 

4,907,574 

3,417,143 

126, 654 

30,991 

AMERICA. 

United  States     

3,909,112 
40, 136 

3,051,203 
22,079 

44,621 
152 

46,000 

167 

Total 

3,949,248 

3,073,942 

44,773 

46, 167 

ALL  OTHER. 

24,062 
0,033 
2,338 

26,659 

572 

1,549 

194 
347 

22 

25 

207 

KevDt        

2,350 

Total 

33,033 

28, 780 

563 

2,042 

Other  coiintries 

21,902 
8,370 

19, 984 
1,106 

244 

3,930 

Grand  total 

15,513,290 

12,043,881 

2,771,394 

2,889,281 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  at  the  end  of  1914  the  United  States  was 
firinl}^  intrenched  in  the  third  ^jlace  in  the  total  trade,  being  led  only 
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by  Japan  and  China ;  and  this,  too,  in  spite  of  a  falling  off  of  $364,000 
in  the  imports  of  flour  and  of  $272,000  in  kerosene,  which  articles 
have  hitherto  formed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Chosen.  The  conclusion  naturally  follows  that 
this  trade,  instead  of  being  confined,  as  in  the  past,  to  relatively  few 
articles,  is  being  extended  over  a  wider  range  of  goods.  The  relative 
positions  of  the  above-mentioned  countries  and  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Germany  can  be  clearly  seen  from  the  following  table : 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

Increase  (+) 

or 
decrease  (— ); 

Japan  

$32,739,990 

6,946,168 

3, 953,  733 

3,874,454 

841,320 

$33,6S1,722 

6,114,907 

3, 097, 263 

2,727,731 

458,810 

+    $941,732 

China 

-      831,261 

United  States 

—      850, 470 

-  1,146,723 

—      382, 510 

Value  of  Principal  Articles  Imported, 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  imports  during  the  year  was  very 
general,  due  primarily,  of  course,  to  the  war,  and  also  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government  to  encourage  home  industries.  As  the  figures  so 
far  published  have  no  reference  to  the  trade  by  countries,  it  is  im- 
possible to  tell  which  is  suffering  the  most,  so  far  as  Chosen's  trade 
is  concerned,  although  it  is  apparent  that  there  was  a  decided  de- 
crease in  imports  of  shirtings,  cottons,  and  tissues,  in  which  the 
United  States  had  but  little  interest,  as  well  as  in  iron  materials  and 
manufactures  in  which  it  had  its  share. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Chosen  during 
1913  and  1914  is  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Beer, porter,  and  stout... 

Boots,  shoes,  etc 

Candles 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Raw  or  wadding 

Yarn 

T-cloths 

Satins  and  Italians 

Japanese  tissues 

Shirtings  and  sheet- 
ings- 
Unbleached  (gray) . . 
Bleached  (white)... 

Coal 

Cement  and  lime 

Comestibles  (in  cans  and 

bottles) 

Explosives 

Flour,  wheat 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Fish,  salted 

Furniture 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of: 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Nails 

Pans  and  rice  kettles. 

Locomotives 

Machinery 

Another 

Liquors,  n.  e.  s 


1913 


$210,363 
194, 995 
4S, 474 

353,539 
929, 474 
279, 969 
300, 759 
1, 152,  478 


3,243,520 

1,109,179 

886,549 

363,513 

148, 703 
156, 979 
980,  .300 
314,927 
294, 289 
85, 706 

167,873 
05 , 073 
144, 928 
215, 205 
774, 078 
534, 541 
163,612 


1914 


$222,381 

215,291 

30,307 

267, 587 
1,030,724 
264, 596 
159, 778 
987, 809 


2,927,906 
875,027 
867,334 
257,341 

126,201 
164, 432 
616,0.53 
239,936 
192,112 
78, 758 

144,290 
61,903 
103, 200 
276, 051 
737,674 
593, 991 
123,098 


Articles. 


Matches 

Millet 

O  il ,  kerosene  or  petroleum . 

Paper 

Printed  matter,  n.  e.  s 

Porcelain  and  earthen- 
ware   

Rice 

Rails  and  fittings 

Sake 

Salt 

Stationery 

Straw  bags,   ropes,   and 

matting 

Sugar , 

Tissues : 

Hemp 

Wool 

Silk 

Mixed 

Tobacco 

Timber  and  planks 

Umbrellas  and  parasols, 

(European) 

Wood,  manufactures  of. . . 
Merchandise    by    parcel 

post 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1913 


$276, 614 

1, 443, 102 

1, 012, 532 

672, 939 

112, 507 

233,  401 
1, 458, 104 
423, 247 
493, 807 
376, 320 
266, 998 

460, 789 
931,635 

695, 461 
523, 973 
589, 403 
199, 176 
414,027 
925,  427 

139,937 
95, 302 

1, 838, 460 
8,944,116 


35,046,963 


1913 


$214, 649 
571,515 
740, 439 
657,216 

104. 107 

206. 108 
1, 356, 232 

295, 046 
438,486 
276, 436 
230, 813 

539, 048 
752, 309 

805, 452 
392, 730 

401,376 

73, 685 

232, 861 

843, 724 

88, 589 
108, 376 

1,948,443 
8, 587, 680 


31, 489, 766 


Increased  Exports  of  Chosen's  Leading  Products. 

The  increase  in  exports  was  caused  mainly  by  the  greatly  increased 
shipments  of  rice  to  Japan  and  by  the  demand  from  Russia  for  live 
stock  and  hides,  although  there  was  some  increase  in  most  of  the 
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items.  The  most  marked  exception  was  in  beans,  which  droi^ped 
$75,000,  probably  as  a  result  of  their  being  used  domestically  more 
extensively  as  food,  in  place  of  the  exported  rice ;  and  to  the  dullness 
of  the  bean  markets  in  Manchuria  and  Japan,  caused  by  war  condi- 
tions, A  detailed  statement  of  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  of 
export  in  1913  and  1914:  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Barley  and  wheat 

$108, 406 
2,8-17,873 

460,623 
178, 183 

89,666 
329, 105 
261,476 
123,931 

77, 766 

$102,074 
2,072,248 

551,761 
228,176 

96,544 

343,089 

247, 796 

95, 709 

75,341 

Hides,  cow 

5631 , 249 
105,339 
387,817 

195,'415 
173,599 

7,217,801 
78,223 

2,111,152 

1795,673 

Beans 

Live  stock 

232, 032 

Cotton   (in  seeds  and 

Manures 

475,704 

ginned) 

Ore: 

Gold 

Coal 

283,  717 

Fish: 

Iron 

208,385 

Fresh 

Rice       

8,515,093 

Dried  and  salted 

Ginseng 

Timber  and  planks 

All  other  articles 

72,627 
.'',  729, 647 

Total 

Grain  and  pulse,  n.  e.  s 

15,377,714 

17,125,613 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States  and  Possessions. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  in- 
voiced at  Seoul,  Chosen,  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  and  its 
insular  possessions  in  1913  and  1914: 


Articles. 


TO  X7NITED  STATES. 


Amber,  manufaclures  of 

Brass,  manufactures  of 

Books 

Concentrates,  gold 

Earthen,    stone,   and    china 

ware 

Furniture ,  etc 

Fish  bladders 

Graphite 

Household  furniture,  etc 

Works  of  art 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Beans . 
Books. 


1913 


$454 

146 

36, 844 

688 
1,697 

136 
1,366 
2,536 
1,187 

320 


45, 273 


1914 


S5 

223 

398 

42,041 

28 
405 


3,512 

1,114 

28 


349 

lis 


Articles. 


TO  HA-WAH— contmued. 


Drugs,  n.  s.  p.  f. 
Fish  bladders  . . 


Total. 


TO  PHIIIPHNE  ISLANDS. 

Brass,  manufactures  of 

Furniture,  etc 

Silver  goods 

Total 


SUMMARY. 

United  States 

Hawaii 

Philippines 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


1913 


S52 


11 

164 


175 


45,273 
210 
175 


45, 658 


1914 


fll4 
275 


133 

107 
3 


249 


47,  755 
856 

243 
51 


48,910 


Movements  of  Specie  and  Bullion. 

The  movements  of  specie  and  bullion  during  the  year  under  review 
and  the  preceding  year  are  indicated  in  the  following  table : 


1913 

1914 

Increase 
(+)  or  de- 
crease (—). 

EXPOETS. 

Gold, coin  and  bullion 

84,966,312 
483,806 

S5, 061, 805 
328, 803 

+?95, 493 

Silver,  coin  and  bullion 

—  155,003 

Total 

5, 450, 118 

5,390,608 

-  59,510 

IMPOKTS. 

Gold,  coin  and  bullion 

3,487 
97, 158 

6.311 
U5,179 

+     2,824 
+  48,022 

Silver,  coin  and  buUion 

Total , 

100, 645 

151,430 

H-  50,843 

Grand  total 

5, 550, 763 

5, 542, 098 

—     8, 655 
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Customs  Eeceipts — Shipping. 

The  customs  receipts  for  1914,  given  in  the  following  table,  show 
a  decrease  of  $323,000  compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  year: 


1913 


Export  duties 
Import  duties 
Tonuage  dues 
other  receipts 

Total  .. 


S202,S17 

2,313,526 

43, 327 

57, 370 


$182, 668 

1,997,422 

43,717 

70,229 


2,617,040         2,294,036 


According  to  an  official  report,  the  total  number  of  steamships  and 
sailing  vessels  registered  in  Chosen  during  1914  was  79  steamers,  with 
an  aggregate  tonnage  of  9,483,  and  238  sailing  vessels,  with  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  G,083.  There  were  also  15  vessels  of  a  total  capacity 
of  381  tons. 

The  navigation  of  Korean  waters  is  principally  maintained  by  the 
Chosen  Yiisen  Kaisha,  but  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  and  a  few  other 
shipping  companies  also  engage  in  the  coasting  service.  The  Chosen 
lYusen  Kaisha,  by  special  order  of  the  Government  General,  has  19 
vessels  in  regular  service  between  certain  ports.  It  also  has  G  steam- 
ers, 30  sailing  vessels,  and  100  sampans  in  service  on  some  of  the 
rivers  of  the  peninsula.  In  addition  to  those  of  the  Chosen  Yusen 
Kaisha,  20  steamers,  belonging  to  several  shipping  companies,  plied 
between  ports,  but  8  of  them  have  recently  been  taken  off.  Not  count- 
ing the  ships  of  the  Chosen  Yusen  Kaisha,  25  vessels,  including  5  that 
navigate  inland  rivers  only,  are  engaged  in  the  regular  service  be- 
tween ports  of  the  peninsula.  There  are  also  22  vessels  plying  be- 
tween ports  in  Japan  and  in  Chosen  by  order  of  the  Government,  and 
12  by  private  venture. 

The  Government  General  appropriated  some  $170,000  last  year  for 
shipping  subsidies;  also  $85,000  for  the  establishment  of  new  services, 
which  was  embodied  in  the  budget  submitted  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  but  this,  however,  failed  to  pass  on  account  of  the  early  disso- 
lution of  the  last  Imperial  Japanese  Diet. 

An  increase  of  200,000  tons  in  merchant  vessels  entering  the  ports 
of  Chosen  during  the  year  1914  will  be  noted  from  the  folloAving 
table : 


Vessels. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

Steamers 

Tons. 
3,942,119 
59, 122 
75,742 

Tons. 
4,170,282 
64,969 
62, 279 

Tons. 
3,934,951 

59, 224 
72,502 

Tons. 
4,116,178 

Sailing  vessels       

60,869 

Junks         

61, 080 

Total         , 

4,076,983 

4,297,530 

4,006,677 

4,238,127 

Railways,  Telegraphs  and  Telephones,  and  Eoad  Construction. 

The  year  1914  in  Chosen  was  marked  by  the  completion  of  two  ad- 
ditional branch  lines,  the  Taiden-Mokpo  and  the  Seoul-Gensan  lines 
of  the  main  railway.  These  branches  are  important,  the  former 
opening  up  a  rich  agricultural  section  in  the  southwest  and  the 
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latter  giving  a  strong  impetus  to  the  development  of  tlie  industries 
of  the  east  coast.  The  completion  of  these  lines  makes  the  total 
mileage  of  the  Chosen  Government  railways  990  miles,  as  shown 
by  the  following:  Fusan-Antung,  583  miles;  Seoul-Chemulpo,  25 
miles;  Sanroshin-Masan,  25  miles;  Taiden-Kunsan-Mokpo,  176 
miles;  Pyeng  Ysng-Chinnampo,  34  miles;  Seoul-Grensan,  138  miles; 
Koshu-Kenjiho,  9  miles. 

Proposed  Imes  are  (1)  a  line  from  Taiku  to  Gensan,  which  will 
open  up  the  southeastern  countiy;  (2)  a  line  from  Hamheung  to 
Chongjin  along  the  northeast  coast;  (3)  a  line  across  the  peninsula 
from  Pj'^eng  Ysng  to  Gensan;  (4)  a  line  running  along  the  Yalu 
River.    The  survey  of  these  four  routes  is  now  in  progress. 

On  account  of  the  general  decline  in  business,  brought  about  by 
tlie  war,  during  the  latter  half  of  1914  the  total  receipts  of  the 
Chosen  railways  for  the  fiscal  year  1914  fell  $915,286  below  the 
estimates,  the  receipts  being  $3,710,081  against  estimates  of  $4,- 
625,367.  However,  both  passenger  and  freight  traffic  showed  in- 
creased returns  over  the  preceding  j^ear,  the  amount  of  increase 
being  $5,937  and  $109,008,  respectively. 

Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  are  being  gradually  extended  year 
by  year.  According  to  the  latest  information,  the  total  length  of 
routes  along  VNdiich  telegraph  wires  are  laid  is  4,109  miles,  the  aggre- 
gate length  of  the  wires  being  11,073  miles.  Routes  along  which 
telephone  wires  are  laid  are  6,671  miles  long  and  the  aggregate 
length  of  the  wires  29,578  miles,  including  telephones  in  cities.  Com- 
pared with  the  returns  before  the  annexation,  the  figures  show 
increases  of  901  miles  in  routes  and  8,762  miles  in  length  of  wires. 
Telephone  service  is  now  installed  in  nearly  all  (about  45)  the 
principal  cities,  with  a  total  number  of  about  9,500  subscribers. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improvement  of  the 
highwaj^s  throughout  Chosen  in  recent  years;  $5,000,000  was  appro- 
priated by  the  Government  in  1911  to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  the 
work  to  cover  a  period  of  five  years.  It  is  contemplated  that  work 
so  far  planned  will  Ije  practically  completed  in  time  for  the  opening 
this  fall  of  the  industrial  exhibition  that  is  to  commemorate  the 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  annexation.  These  highways  are  broad  and 
well  constructed,  being  adapted  for  automobile  traffic,  Wlien  com- 
pleted they  will  be  of  great  service  in  the  development  of  the  country 
by  opening  up  many  districts  that  have  not  as  yet  been  reached  by; 
the  railways. 

Budget  of  Chosen  for  Fiscal  Year  1915. 

The  revised  budget  of  the  Chosen  Government  for  the  present 
fiscal  year  (1915)  was  made  necessary  because  of  the  failure  of  the 
regular  budget  to  pass  the  Diet. 

Under  the  new  budget  there  is  a  decrease  in  revenue  of  3,408,160 
yen  ($1,697,264),  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  an  unexpended 
balance  of  3,180,879  yen  ($1,584,078)  from  the  preceding  year,  which 
was  carried  forward  in  the  regular  budget,  was  dropped  from  the 
revised  budget  for  the  apparent  reason  that  it  required  further  legis- 
lative sanction  before  it  could  be  available. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  the  situation  brought  about  by  the 
decreased  revenues,  there  was  a  general  scaling  down  of  all  the  items 
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of  expenditure,  but  more  especially  in  the  appropriations  for  ad- 
ministration, subsidies,  and  public  works.  A  number  of  economies 
were  elt'ected  by  a  reorganization  of  the  personnel  of  the  Govern- 
ment General.  The  appropriation  for  starting  the  erection  of  the 
new  Government  offices  Avas  dropped. 

It  is  anticipated,  hov,'ever,  that  a  supplementary  budget  will  be 
introduced  at  the  special  session  of  the  Diet,  to  be  held  next  month, 
and  that  the  Government  will  then  be  able  to  proceed  with  its  original 
plans  laid  down  in  the  regular  budget  submitted  to  the  last  session. 

The  following  outline  of  the  budget  of  Chosen  for  the  fiscal  year 
1915  is  taken  from  an  article  in  the  Seoul  Press  for  April  1,  1915 : 


Items. 

Amount. 

Items. 

Amount. 

REVENUE. 

Ordinary: 

$8,526,316 
854,530 

757,674 

8,937,823 
399, 190 

EXPENDITURE— continued. 

Ordinary— Continued. 

Railway  enterprises 

.  1 

Repairs 

53,765,034 
159,360 
173,940 

Receipts  from  Government  paddy 
fields 

Miscellaneous  expenses.          

Transferred  to  general  account 

Hospitals  and  Government  Char- 
itv  Institute 

Receipts    from    Government-mo- 
nopolized enterprises  and  Gov- 

2,590,405 

Reserve 

199,200 
498,000 

Miscellaneous  receipts 

Total 

Total 

19, 475, 533 

Extraordinary: 

Encouragement  of  industry 

Gendarmerie 

17,489,576 

Extraordinary: 

Loan  for  .starting  enterprises 

Subsidy  from  Tokyo  Government. 

4.299,805 
3,984,000 

118,137 
550,006 

67,218 
1,791,258 

Total 

8,283,895 

Subsidies 

1,387,763 
14,940 

Grand  total 

27,759,428 

Construction  and  repairs 

EXPENDITURE. 

Ordinary: 

Prince  Yi  household 

747,000 
1,602,903 
1,285,712 
1,629,613 
2,024,8.59 

165,916 

293,408 
97, 440 

386,295 
78, 717 

1,791,771 

Railway  construction  and  repairs  . 
Tapping  of  coal  Deld  by  Pyong- 
yang mining  station 

1,410,860 
3,774,840 

Government  General 

Investigations 

19, 860 

Lav/  courts  and  prisons 

Traveling  to  foreign  countries 

Seoul  industrial  competitive  exhi- 

219, 662 

Police 

9,960 

Schools 

Arrangements  for  celebrating  the 
coronation 

95, 457 

Customhouses 

Model  agricultural  stations 

Pyongyang  Mining  Station 

Central  chemical  laboratory 

Postal  and  telegraph  communica- 
tion   

Total 

13, 438 

10,167,092 

1 

27, 056, 068 

Eesults  of  Three  Years  Enterprises  Since  Annexation, 

A  report  which  has  just  been  published  from  Count  Terauchi,  the 
governor  general  of  Chosen,  was  made  to  the  Emperor  at  Tokio, 
showing  various  enterprises  undertaken  and  carried  out  during  the 
three  years  following  annexation.  Included  in  this  publication  are 
the  more  noteworthy  of  the  proclamations  and  instructions  issued  by 
the  governor  general  during  this  period.  Among  the  topics  that  are 
touched  upon  are  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  stock  farming,  sericulture, 
the  production  of  rice,  and  the  regulations  intended  to  increase 
efficiency  in  handling  goods  at  the  customhouse. 

Count  Terauchi's  statement  refers  to  the  fact  that  Japanese  migrat- 
ing to  Chosen  have  been  steadily  increasing  in  numbers  since  annexa- 
tion. In  1910  the  Japanese  living  in  the  peninsula  numbered  only 
about  140,000,  forming  some  43,000  households.  In  June,  1913,  the 
figures  had  increased  to  more  than  264,000  and  75,000,  respectively, 
showing  increases  in  the  interval  of  three  years  of  more  than  118,000 
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in  population  and  32,000  in  households.    The  statement  continues  in 
pnart : 

In  former  days  Japanese  residents  in  Cliosen  mostly  congregated  in  tlie  open 
ports  and  vicinity  and  engaged  in  the  import  and  export  trade  or  in  retail  busi- 
ness on  a  small  scale.  After  annexation,  liowever,  when  peace  was  generally 
restored  in  tlie  interior  and  traveling  and  habitation  by  Japanese  became  safe, 
Japanese  settling  in  important  places  outside  the  open  ports  and  engaging  in 
mining,  agi'iculture,  fishing,  transportation,  and  other  lines  of  business  steadily 
Increased. 

Japanese  Turning  to  Agriculture  in  Chosen. 

Especially  noteworthy  is  the  fact  that  Japanese  engaged  in  agriculture,  an 
industry  which  requires  much  time  before  substantial  profits  can  be  obtained 
from  it,  have  changed  their  method  of  conducting  it.  Formerly  Japanese,  buy- 
ing paddy  and  dry  fields  in  Chosen,  aimed  at  obtaining  incomes  by  renting  them 
to  Korean  tenants  or  reaping  profits  by  reselling  them.  I\ow  those  undertaking 
agricultural  industry  themselves  are  gradually  increasing. 

Besides,  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  put  forth  by^the  Oriental  Development  Co., 
under  Government  directions  to  encourage  the  immigration  of  Japanese  farmers, 
the  number  of  Japanese  farmers  living  in  Chosen  has  greatly  increased.  Thus 
at  the  time  of  annexation  the  total  number  of  their  households  was  about 
2,130.  These  figures  increased  to  2.9G0  during  the  following  year  (1911)  and 
further  increased  to  4,380  during  1912,  showing  an  increase  to  more  than  double 
those  in  the  year  of  annexation. 

In  former  days  it  was  usual  for  Japanese  fishermen  to  come  to  Chosen  only 
during  the  fishing  season,  but  in  recent  years  many  have  settled  permanently  in 
localities  along  the  coast  and  are  engaged  in  their  business  in  partnership  with 
Korean  fishermen. 

Further,  in  all  branches  of  industry,  such  as  agriculture,  technical  industry, 
and  commerce,  Japanese  undertaking  these  employ  many  Koreans  as  their  busi- 
ness assistants  or  workmen,  and  there  are  also  to  be  found  many  instances  in 
which  Japanese  and  Koreans  are  jointly  undertaking  business. 

Cultivation  of  American  Cotton  Promoted. 

Cotton  can  be  cultivated  with  advantage  in  all  parts  of  Chosen,  but  cotton  of 
native  species  has  been  found  not  quite  good  enough  for  spinning  purposes.  In 
consequence  measures  were  taken  to  improve  it.  At  the  same  time,  it  being  rec- 
ognized that  cotton  of  the  American  upland  species  grows  well  in  south  Chosen, 
the  former  Korean  Government,  under  direction  of  the  Residency  General,  put 
forth  efforts  for  encouraging  its  cultivation  in  that  part  of  the  peninsula  by 
establishing  at  Alokpo  a  temporary  station  for  the  experimental  cultivation  of 
American  cotton.  After  annexation,  in  order  to  promote  its  cultivation  by 
Korean  farmers  still  more  widely,  the  station  was  converted  into  a  branch  of  the 
model  agricultural  station  at  Suwon,  and  experts  with  experience  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton  were  appointed  to  offices  of  prefectures  and  districts  suitable  for 
the  cultivation  of  upland  cotton. 

Furt.l&er,  guilds  of  cultivators  of  cotton  were  caused  to  be  formed,  farmers 
showing  themselves  specially  zealous  in  the  cultivation  of  upland  cotton  were 
publicly  rewarded  by  the  presentation  of  agricultural  implements,  and  the 
produce  of  places  having  difficulty  in  disposing  of  it  was  made  salable  by  the 
cultivators  being  given  subsidies  toward  the  cost  of  transportation.  In  these 
ways  the  cultivation  of  upland  cotton  was  most  \igorously  encouraged  with  a 
very  satisfactory  result. 

Thus  whereas  in  the  year  when  annexation  was  carried  out  the  area  of  land 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  upland  cotton  was  about  1,000  cho  and  its  culti- 
vators numbered  less  than  20,000,  in  1912  the  area  increased  to  about  6,500  cho 
and  cultivators  to  77,000,  while  in  1913  the  area  reached  14,000  cho  (1  square 
cho=2.45  acres).  As  to  the  amount  of  cotton  exported  to  Japan,  while  it  was 
only  about  250,000-odd  yen  in  1010,  it  increased  to  920,000-odd  yen  in  1913. 

Encouragement  Given  to  Sericulture. 

Like  other  branches  of  the  agricultural  industry,  sericulture  was  also  for- 
merly in  a  very  undeveloped  condition.  Silk  cocoons  produced  in  Chosen  were 
inferior  in  quality  and  diverse  in  variety.  Mulberry  leaves  used  were  also  very 
inferior  in  quality,  and  mulberry  orchards  were  limited  in  area.     In  short,  the 
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condition  of  tlie  sericulture  industry  in  tlie  peninsula  was  anything  but  satis- 
factory. In  order  to  raise  it,  therefore,  measures  were  first  taken  to  cause  the 
model  agricultural  station  and  provincial  nurseries  to  rear  and  distribute  among 
Koreans  seedlings  of  the  best  varieties  of  mulberry  trees  imported  from  Japan, 
Subsidies  were  also  granted  to  people  forming  nnilberry  orchards,  so  that  the 
cultivation  of  these  seedlings  might  be  encouraged  and  the  area  of  mulberry 
orchards  enlarged. 

Koreans  soon  found  that  leaves  of  Japanese  mulberry  trees  were  superior 
in  every  respect  when  compared  with  those  of  Korean  trees,  and  the  number 
of  people  cultivating  them  steadily  increased.  In  1912  the  total  area  of 
orchards  planted  with  Japanese  mulberry  trees  reached  about  1,000  cho  through- 
out the  peninsula.  Also,  in  order  to  do  away  with  the  diversity  in  variety  of 
native  silk  cocoons,  the  model  agricultural  station  was  charged  with  the  task 
of  selecting  species  best  suited  to  the  climate  of  Chosen.  The  result  was  that 
three  varieties  of  spring  breed,  one  variety  of  summer  breed,  and  one  variety 
of  autumn  breed  were  selected  and  eggs  obtained  from  these  five  varieties  of 
silk  worms  by  the  model  agricultural  station  were  distributed  among  provincial 
offices,  which  then  undertook  through  various  sericultural  organs  the  disti'ibu- 
tion  of  the  eggs  among  individual  people  engaged  in  sericulture. 

As  silkworms  hatched  from  these  eggs  were  found  to  be  very  strong  in  re- 
sisting diseases  and  their  cocoons  were  excellent  in  quality,  the  hatching  of 
silkworms  from  eggs  of  the  improved  species  rapidly  became  general,  and  the 
demand  for  cocoons  spun  by  them  also  greatly  increased,  while  the  price  quoted 
was  three  times  that  given  for  cocoons  of  the  native  species.  As  people  in  gen- 
eral outside  agricultural  i>eople  can  engage  in  the  sericulture  industry  with 
comparative  ease,  along  with  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Government,  those 
undertaking  it  remarkably  increased  in  number,  and  the  total  crop  obtained  in 
1913,  including  spring,  summer,  and  autumn  breeds,  amounted  to  as  much  as 
35,400-odd  koku,  whereas  that  obtained  in  1909,  the  year  preceding  annexation, 
amounted  to  only  11,900-odd  koku. 

Cattle-Raising  Methods  Improved. 

Cattle  are  indispensable  to  the  agricultural  industry  in  Chosen  and  occupy  a 
prominent  position  in  the  list  of  items  of  the  export  tirade  of  the  country.  Great 
attention  was  paid  to  the  improvement  and  increase  of  the  breed.  Further,  in 
all  local  centers  people  were  induced  to  organize  cattle  guilds  among  themselves, 
and  to  these  experts  were  appointed  to  teach  them  the  method  of  increasing 
their  stock.  The  slaughter  of  cows  in  calf  was  restricted.  By  means  of  these 
measures,  without  depending  on  foreign  breeds,  the  improvement  and  increase 
of  the  native  breed  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  Chosen  were  under- 
taken, and  the  result  obtained  was  very  satisfactory.  Thus,  whereas  the  total 
liumber  of  cattle  in  Chosen  was  028,000  in  1909,  and  703,000  in  1910,  the  year 
of  annexation,  it  increased  to  900,000  in  1911  and  to  1,040,000  in  1912.  Now, 
Korean  cattle  being  in  great  demand  at  \nadivostok  and  in  other  parts  of 
Siberia,  as  well  as  in  Japan,  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  will  become  one  of 
the  most  important  products  of  Chosen, 

Afforestation  Systematically  Undertaken, 

The  encouragement  of  afforestation  is  what  is  most  closely  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  the  agricultural  industry.  In  Chosen,  in  consequence  of 
the  ruthless  felling  of  trees  and  the  denudation  of  mountains,  floods  or  drought 
frequently  occur,  and  not  only  the  agricultural  industry  but  roads  and  railways 
suffer  much  damage.  In  order,  therefore,  to  eradicate  the  evil  the  authorities 
early  undertook  to  encourage  afforestation  among  the  people.  In  1908  the 
residency  general  caused  the  Korean  Government  to  provide  regulations  for 
the  administration  of  forests  in  general,  as  vrell  as  for  the  management  of 
State-owned  forests,  and  thus  fixed  a  general  policy  with  regard  to  afforesta- 
tion work  in  this  peninsula.  After  annexation,  in  1911,  in  order  to  complete 
the  adjustment  of  forests  and  foster  in  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large  the 
love  of  forests,  the  old  regulations  were  abolished  and  new  forestry  regulations 
and  some  minor  regulations  relating  thereto  were  promulgated. 

At  the  same  time  strenuous  efforts  were  put  forth  to  encourage  afforestation 
work.  First  of  all,  after  due  investigation  of  State-owned  forests,  those  most 
needing  protection  were  selected  and  their  areas  fixed,  special  offices  for 
supervising  them  being  created. 
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Some  Forests  leased  to  Private  Persons. 

As  for  those  State-owned  forests  the  retention  of  which  as  such  was  con- 
sidered unnecessary,  it  was  arranged  that  these  should  be  leased  to  private  per- 
sons undertaking  afforestation,  and  that  should  they  succeed  in  their  work 
they  should  be  transferred  to  their  possession. 

In  July,  1913,  there  existed  throughout  Chosen  319  nurseries,  including 
one  maintained  at  State  expense,  270  maintained  by  local  revenue,  and  -IS 
maintained  by  proceeds  from  the  imperial  donation  fund.  In  these  nurseries 
seedlings  of  pines,  acacia,  chestnut,  poplar,  and  a  few  other  trees  were  reared 
and  distributed  free.  There  are  also  not  a  few  similar  institutions  established 
•and  managed  by  private  persons  and  companies,  and  these  contribuLe  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  spread  of  afforestation  work. 

In  loil  Arbor  Day  was  established  in  Chosen.  April  3,  a  great  national 
holiday,  being  fixed  upon,  and  1,050,000  young  trees  were  planted  on  that  day 
by  officials  and  private  persons  throughout  Chosen.  In  1912  there  were 
10,100,000  young  trees  planted  and  12,4.30,000  in  1913.  The  steady  increases  in 
figures  will  show  how  people  in  general  are  becoming  cognizant  of  the  benefit 
of  afforestation. 

■  a*" 
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